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ruled France were declared ineligible for mili-
tary or civil office.

In 1881 France entered upon an active co-
lonial policy by undertaking a military expedi-
tion to Tunis, and establishing a protectorate
over that country. During the next few years
she reduced Madagascar to the rank of a
French possession. The advance of France in
Indo-China led to war with China in 1883-5,
which resulted in the establishment of a French
protectorate over Annam and Tong-king. In
1887 M. Sadi-Carnot was elected, during whose
administration the Panama Canal scandal oc-
curred, involving many prominent men and
weakening the government. (See PANAMA
CANAL.)

In 1894 President Carnot was assassinated
at Lyons by an Italian anarchist, and was suc-
ceeded by M. Casimir-Pe'rier, who resigned in
1895, an<i was followed by M. Felix Faure.
The most notable events of these years were
the Franco-Russian entente and the Dreyfus
case. Upon the death of President Faure, in
1899, Ernile Loubet was elected president. An
important agreement was signed on April 8,
1904, consisting of a convention with regard
to Newfoundland and West Africa, a declara-
tion dealing with Egypt and Morocco, and
another relating to Siam, Madagascar, and the
New Hebrides. The visit of the British fleet
to Brest hi 1905, and the return visit of the
French fleet to British waters, together with
the signing of a new Anglo-French treaty, em-
phasized the entente cordiale between the two
countries. President Loubet was succeeded in
1906 by Cle*ment Armand Fallietes.

The strained relations between the govern-
ment and the Catholic Church had culminated
in 1905 with the passage of an act abrogating
the Concordat. The state took over the con-
trol of church properties and schools, and a
supplementary act of 1907 placed the Roman
Church on the same footing as Protestant and
Jewish congregations.

In August, 1908, an attempted general strike
of all laborers failed. In March, 1909, a strike
of post-office and telegraph employees caused
great inconvenience until settled by compro-
mise. This was followed in October, 1910, by
a railway strike which threatened to become
general, but which was checked by the prompt
action of Premier Briand, who, taking ad-
vantage of the act providing for universal
military service, called the strikers to the
colors and ordered them to operate the roads.

During the period from 1905 to 1912 rela-
tions with Germany were severely strained
over the Moroccan situation. (See MOROCCO.)

In 1907 the Casablanca incident, caused by
the sheltering of French deserters by the Ger-
man consul at that Moroccan town, threatened
the relations between the two countries until
settled by arbitration at The Hague. A third
crisis occurred in 1911. In May of that year
a French force was despatched to Fez to quell
a revolt of certain of the southern Berber
tribes. The force was not immediately with-
drawn, and Germany, claiming a breach of
the Algeciras convention, despatched the Ger-
man warship Panther to Agadir, while German
troops were landed in the town. At this junc-
ture Great Britain intervened, and diplomatic
interchanges followed, issuing in the treaty of
Nov. 4, 1911, by which Germany again ac-
knowledged the French protectorate, receiving
in return equality in trade and part of the
French Congo, for which France received part
of the German Kamerun. Treaties with Spain
and Morocco were signed in 1912.
In the period from 1910 to the outbreak of
the Great War in 1914 a number of disasters
marked the history of France. In January and
February, 1910, the most serious floods ever
recorded occurred in the Seine district. At
Paris the river overflowed a considerable por-
tion of its banks and caused enormous destruc-
tion of property (see PARIS). The failure of
the wine crop in 1910 entailed a loss of $1,000,-
ooo. Of public enterprises two stand out bold-
ly, the electrification of St, Lazarre Station
and the Paris belt line (1911), and the begin-
ning of the great tunnels designed to connect
France with Italy and Central Europe.
With the fateful year of 1914 France was
plunged into war with the Central Powers (see
EUROPE, GREAT WAR OF) by virtue of her
defensive alliance with Russia, whereby each
was pledged to go to the other's defence in
case of attack. Germany's declaration of war
against Russia, Aug. i, 1914, and mobilization
on the Russian frontier called forth France's
declaration against Germany Aug. 3. This was
followed by England's declaration, Aug. 5,
bringing France, England, and Russia into
alliance. The Germans swept the French and
Allied troops toward Paris, reaching the Marnc
in September, the limit of the German inva-
sion, and causing the removal of the French
government from Paris to Bordeaux (Sept. 3,
1914), where it remained until Dec. n, 1914.
Frequent cabinet changes marked the war
period. Ministry followed ministry, each striv-
ing to organize the country and the govern-
ment for the better prosecution of the war,
but the successful German drives, the unfor-
tunate attempts at Gallipoli, and the apparent